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„ON THING HAVE I DESIRED OF THE LORD, THAT WILL I SEEK AFTER; THAT I 
MAY DWELL IN THE HOUSE OF THE LORD ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE, TO BEHOLD THE 
BEAUTY OF THE LORD, AND TO ENQUIRE IN HIS TEMPLE.”— Psalms. 
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CHAPTERS FROM THE LIFE OF PREST. BRIGHAM YOUNG, 

THE MORMON LEADER SENDS A RIGHTEOUS DEFIANCE AND REBUKE TO THB 
GOVERNMENT. GOVERNOR YOUNG PROCLAIMS TO THE PEOPLE THAT THEY 
ARE UNLAWFULLY INVADED, AND PLACES THE TERRITORY UNDER MARTIAL 
LAW. HIS LAST MESSAGE TO THE LEGISLATURE. 


(By Edward W. Tullidge.) 


Captain Van Vliet thus reported to 
the commanding general of the army : 
He (Governor Young) stated that 
the Mormons had been persecuted, 
murdered and robbed in Missouri and 
Illinois, by the mob and the State au- 
thorities, and that now the United 
States were about to pursue the same 
course, and that, therefore, he and 
the people of Utah had determined 
to resist all persecution at the com- 
mencement, and that the troops now 
on the march for.Utah should not enter 
the Salt Lake Valley. As he uttered 
these words all there present concurred 
most heartily in what he said. * * * 
In the course of my conversation 
with the Governor, and the influential 
men in the Territory, I told them 
plainly and frankly what I conceived 
would be the result of their present 
course. I told them that they might 
prevent the small military force now 
approgching Utah from getting through 
the narrow defiles and rugged 
of the mountains this year, but that 


next season the United States Govern- 


ment would send troops sufficient to 
overcome all opposition. The answer 
to this was invariably the same: ‘ We 
are aware that such will be the — 
but when those troops arrive they wi 
find Utah a desert, every house will be 
burned to the ground, every tree cut 
down, and every field laid waste. 
We have provisions on band for years 
to come, which we will cache, and then 
take to the mounten and bid de- 
fiance to all thé po of the Govern- 
ment.“ 

I attended their service on Sunday 
and in the course of a sermon delivered 
by Elder Taylor, he referred to the 
approach of the troops, and declared 
they should not enter the Territory. 
He then referred to the 
an overpowering force being | 
against them, and desired all present 


‘who would apply the terch to their own 


buildings, cut down their trees, and 
lay waste their fields, to hold up theit 
hands—every hand, in an audi 
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numbering over four thousand per- 
sons, was raised at the same moment.” 

The following extracts from conver- 
sations between Governor Young and 
Captain Van Vliet, on the 12th and 
13th of August, 1857, will be of interest, 
inasmuch as they were had previous to 
the receipt, in Salt Lake City, of the 
news of the Mountain Meadow mas- 
sacre. Although now for the first time 

iven to the public, their accuracy may 
— relied on, as they are transcribed 
from Apostle Woodruff’s private 
journal, and were originally recorded 
within a few hours of their occurrence, 
and are amply verified by many persons 
then present : 

President Young:—We do not want 
to fight the United States, but if they 
drive us to it, we shall do the best we 
can; and I will tell you, as the Lord 
lives, we shall come off conquerors, 
for we trust in Him. * God 
has set up his kingdom on the earth, 
and it will hever fall. * * We 
shall do all we can to avert a collision, 
but if they drive us to it, Ged will 
overthrow them. If they would let 
us alone and say to the mobs: ‘ Now 
you may go and kill the Mormons if 

ou can, but we will have nothing to 
do with it,’ that would be all we would 
ask of them; but for the Government 
to array the army against us, is too 
despicable and damnable a thing for 
any honorable nation to do ; and God 
will hold them in derision who do it; 

* * ** The United States are 
sending their armies here to simply 
hold us still until a mob can come 
and butcher us, as has been done be- 
fore. * * * We are the support- 
ers of the Constitution of the United 
States, and we love that constitution 
and respect the s of the United 
States; but it is by the corrupt ad- 
ministration of those laws that we are 
made to suffer. If the law had been 
vindicated in Missouri, it would have 
sent Governor Boggs to the gallows, 
along with those who murdered Joseph 
and Hyrum, and those other fiends 
who accomplished eur expulsion from 
the State. ost of the 
Government officers who have been 
sent here have taken no interest in as, 
but, on the contrary, have tried many 
times to destroy us. | 

Capt. Von Viiet: This is the case 
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with most men sent to the Territories, 
They receive their offices as a political 
reward, or as a stepping-stone to the 
Senatorship ; but they bave no interest 
in common with the people. 
This people has been lied about the 
worst of any people I ever saw. * * * 
The greatest hold that the Govern- 
ment now has upon you is in the 
accusation that you have burned the 
United States records. 

President Young :—I deny that any 
books of the United States have been 
burned! All I ask of any man is, 
that he tell the truth about us, pay his 
debts and not steal, and then he will 
be welcome to come or go as he likes, 

* * * If the Government has 
arrived at that state that it will try to 
kill this people because of their reli- 
gion, no honorable man should be 
afraid of it. * We would like 
to ward off this blow if we can; but 
the United States seem determined te 
drive us into a fight. They will kill 
us if they can. A mob killed Joseph 
and Hyrum in jail, notwithstanding 
the faith ef the State was pledged to 
protect them. * Ihave broken 
no law, and under the present state of 
affairs I will not suffer myself to be 
taken by any United States officer, to 
be killed as they killed Joseph. 
Capt. Van Vliet :—I do not think it 
is the intention of the Government to 
arrest you, but to install a new Gover- 
nor in the Territory. 

President :—I believe you 
tell the truth—that you believe this— 
but you do not know their intentions 
as well as I do. When you get away 
from here you will think of a great 
many things that you have seen and 
heard: for instance, people have ac- 
cused us of colleaguing with the In- 
dians against the Gevernment: the 
were much afraid that Joseph Smit 
would go among the Indians, and they 
wanted to keep him away from them; 
but now they have driven us into their 
midst. I want you to note the si 
of the times; you will see that Ged 
will chastise this nation for trying to 
destroy both the Indians and the 
Mormons, * ate the Gov- 
ernment persists in sending an army 
to destroy us, in the name of the Lord 
we shall conquer them. If they dare 
to force the issue, I shall not held the 
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Indians by the wrist any longer, for 
white men to shoot at them ; they shall 
go ahead and do as they please. If 
the issue comes, you may tell the Gov- 
ernment to stop all emigration across 
this continent, for the Indians will kill 
all who attempt it. And if an army 
succeeds. in penetrating this valley, 
tell the Government to see that it has 
forage and provisions in store, for they 
will fiud here only a charred and bar- 
ren waste. 

Captain Van Piet: 
If our Government pushes this matter 
to the extent of making war upon you, 
Iwill withdraw from the army, for I 
will not have a hand in shedding the 
blood of American citizens. 

President Young:—We shall trust 
in Gu. Congress has 
premptly sent investigating committees 
to Kansas and other places, as occasion 
has required; but upon the merest 
rumor it has sent 2,000 armed soldiers 
te destroy the people of Utah, without 
investigating the subject at all. 

Captan Van Vliet :—The Govern 
ment may yet send an investigating 
committee to Utah, and consider it 
good policy, before they get through. 

President Young:—1 believe God 
has sent you here, and that good will 

w out of it. I was glad when I 
rd you were coming. 

Captain Van Vliet :—I am anxious 
to get back to Washington as soon as 
I can, I have heard officially that 
General Harney has been recalled to 
Kansas to officiate as Governor. I shall 
stop the train on Hams Fork, on my 
own responsibility. 

President Young :—If we can kee 
the ae for this Winter I do thi 
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there will something turn up that may. 
save the shedding of blood. } 

“Now let the reader mark the points, 
These conversations of Governor 
Young with Captain Van Vliet oc- 
curred before the news of the massa- 
cre reached Salt Lake City. Governor 
Young charged this officer to tell the 
Government that if this war of exter- 
mination against the Mormons con- 
tinued, all emigration across the plains 
must be stopped; intimating that he 
had beld the wrist of the Indians” 
from retaliating upon the whites, and 
that, if it was to be war, he neither 
could nor would hold their wrist any 
longer. But mark his policy: It 
was te keep the invading army out 
during the Winter, hold off a battle 
between the troops and the Mormons, 
and PREVENT THE SHEDDING OF BLOOD, 
This accomplished, he believed the 
country would, in its sober judgment, 
rebuke the unrighteous war, the gov- 
ernment send on a commission, and 
the issue be reached without the shed- 
ding of blood. Van Vliet is se strongly 
moved by the aspect of the case, and 
the heroic resolve of the entire Mor- 
mon people, that he declares that he 
will resign his commission if the gov- 
ernment decides to force the issue and 
subject the people to the horrors of an 
exterminating war. He hastens back 
tostop the approach of the troops beyond 
a proper point, and to report in Wash- 
ington the state of affairs. The sequel 
will show that he is finally instrumen- 
tal in bringing the whole matter to as 
satisfactory an issue as was then 
possible, through a peace commis- 
sion. 


[ro BE CONTINUED. | 


ON TRIAL. 


The Mormon system be put on 
trial for the — of 


Young.” 

The above, from the Omaha Herald, 
expresses a sentiment entertained b 
a very large number of people in bo 
hemispheres. The popular idea is 
that the whele Mormon Church” is 
comprehended in its head, and that 
with the removal of its leader the 


— 0 — 


body must fall to pieces. But there is 
no subject so much talked about, and 
at the same time so little understood, 
as this so-called ‘‘ Mormon question.” 

The opinions now entertained, and. 
very génerally expressed by the press 
of the country, prevailed at the time 
of the martyrdom of Joseph and 
Hyrum Smi Indeed, those whe 
planned, desired, or consented to the 
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death of the great Prophet and Seer 
of the nineteenth century, excused 
themselves for the murderous spirit 
which they cherished, by the argument 
that the death of the leader was the 
death of the system, and that his 
removal would dispose of the Mor- 
mon question,” and scatter the Mor- 
mon” people forever. , 

But history has demonstrated their 
error. As in former times, the blood 
of the martyrs proved the seed of 
the Church, and ‘‘ Mormonism” 
flourished and extended, took deeper 
root and bore riper fruits than ever 
before. Great emergencies bring 
forth great men. The man for the 
times came to the front, with its ne 
eessities. The Church, deprived of 
its earthly head, showed that it posses- 
sed a vigorous vitality. The body 
remained, and that body is deathless. 
It was alive in all its existing parts, 
and so constituted that it could evolve 
a guiding, directing power from its 
own organism and inherent forces. 

Its enemies were amazed, confound. 
ed, defeated. They thought that 
Joseph Smith was the Church, but 
they found that a higher Power than a 
mortal leader had breathed into it the 
breath of life, and placed beyond the 
reach of man the weapons to destro 
it. Joseph passed behind the — 
and the Twelve Apostles, forming, 
according to the revelations, ‘‘ a quo- 
rum equal in authority and power to 
the three Presidents” standing at the 
head, moved forward in their place 
and calling, — competent to lead 
the Church, and carry out the pre- 
gramme laid down by the Prophet 
who had been taken away by the hand 
of assassination. 

In due time, as the President of 
that Quoram, our late lamented leader 
moved up into the headship of the 
Church with two Counselors, in accord- 
ance with the revelation which says— 

„Ok necessity there are Presidents, 
or — offices, growing out of, 
or appointed of or from a those 
who are ordained to the several offices 
in these two Priesthoods. 
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Church, form a Quorum of the Presi- 
dency of that Church.” 

There was no schism, no dissolu- 
tion. The Church moved on to per- 
form its mission in the earth, and at 
the expulsion from Nauvoo, which 
threatened to scatter its members and 
annihilate the organization, union and 
faith and determined devotion were 
exhibited, instead of the expected dis- 
cord and dispersion. It was clearly 
manifested that the death of the head 
was not in any sense the death of the 


istory will repeat itself. Our de- 
parted President was one of the great- 
est men of theearth. He wasinspired 
of God to take a prominent part in 
the latter day work. He lived to 
carry out the principles revealed 
through the Prophet Joseph. He was. 
so identified with every movement and 
every development of the Church, tbat. 
“Mormonism” and Brigham Young: 
have come to be almost synonymous 
in the world. But his departure does 
not peril the life or stay the onward 
march of the system for which he 
worked so faithfully. This is not the 
Church of Joseph Smith, nor of Brig- 
ham Young, but of Jesus Christ. And 
no man realized this fact more than 
our revered President, who has just 
left us to join his predecessors. It is 
evident te those familiar with the 
closing acts of his eventful life, that 
he was moved upon by the Almighty, 
whose Spirit he always sought to guide 
him, to so arrange and set in order 
affairs, that after his decease all things 
in the Church should progress harmo- 
niously, acoording to the order of the 
holy Priestbood, without a jar and 
without a pause. 

The strength of this work is its 
divinity. e Latter-day Saints wor- 
ship not man. They partake, 
individually, of the same spirit that 
blind path. ‘They in the light, 

. They the li 
and yt to the men who are — 
in authority, because the spirit of 
truth bears witness to their calling, 
and because they understand some- 
thing of the order of that Priesthood 
which God has restored to direct erring 
humanity in the road which leads to 

“The Mormon system” has ehoays 


| 

| 
— High Pri — 
ing esta, ohosen 
by the body, appointed and ordained 
unto that office, and upheld by the 
confidence, faith and prayer of the 
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been on its trial. It has been con- 
tinually subjected to severe tests, from 
the day of its birth into the world. 
It is no more in danger now than at 
any period of its earthly existence. It 


will steadily advance, spreading the 


knowledge of the truth concerning 


God and his designs in relation to the. 


human family, working out the plan 
of salvation for the living and the 
dead, and preparing the way for the 
feet of Him whose right it is to reign 
over all the earth. 

No man’s death will interfere with 


its destiny. Indeed, brother Brigham 
tent bebind the vail in 


will be more 
romoting the cause for which he 
bored in the flesh, than while here 
in our midst bound by the cords of 
mortality and subject to human weak- 


nesses. 
The work will continue. The path 
is plain. A wayfaring man, though 
a fool, need not err therein.” The 
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plan is revealed and placed on record 
and President Brigham Young devoted 
much care and patience during the 
last few- months of his life, to clear 


the way of the Church, so that there 


might be no obstruction to its unim- 
peded career. 

All that the Latter-day Saints have 
to do is to live their religion, seek for 
the spirit that guides unto all truth, 
learn fully the order of the Priest- 
hood, which is perfect and full of 
heavenly beauty, and be patient, wise, 
and unexcited, and the great work 
which is more to us than wealth, or 
kindred ties, or any earthly considera- 
tion, will roll onward in its strength 
and majesty, until the earth and its 
inhabitants are redeemed from sin and 
death; and no power beneath the 
throne of Omnipotence can stand in 
its path, fer God, the Father of all, is 
its living and eternal head. Deseret 
News, 


THE FUTURE OF MORMONISM. 
— 


The supposition that the death of 
Brigham Young will have the effect of 
breaking up the Mormon Church does 
not appear to be warranted by analo. 
gous experience. In cases where a 
Church has been built up around the 
personality of one man, and in which 
the creed has depended mainly upon 
the assumption of some supernatural 
power vested in him, the death of 
such a person has sometimes resulted 
in the dispersion of the Church, 
because the failure of predictions 
and assurances connected with him 
has opened the eyes of the credulous 
to the cheat practiced upon them. 
There is, however, no such probability 
in the case of the Mormons. Brigham 
‘Young, though revered as their Pro- 
phet, Revelator and Seer, never as- 
‘sumed any supernatural pretensions. 
He lived asa man amongst men. He 
attained his hierarchical position 
through the sufferings of his fol- 
lowers, and bis death was anticipated 
28 only a question of time. We can 
‘see no reason why his removal should 
‘weaken the Church, therefore. It 


‘is true that schisms may arise, and 


that the community may be divided 
upon the issue of the succession, 
But even if that happen the ten- 
dency of it would be merely to in- 
tensify enthusiasm for the peculiar 
doctrines of the Church by subjecting 
them to renewed discussion and en- 
listing personal prejudices in behalf 
of factional movements. And it must 
be remembered that whatever contro- 
versies may arise they will still be 
Mormon controversies, * 2 
The Mormon Church was really 
established by the — of the 
United States, and they did it b 
the most effective method of 
namely, persecution. Had the crude 
doctrines of Joseph Smith been re- 
ceived with indifference or ridicul 
the prebabilities are that they wou 
never have been accepted as they were. 
But in this case, as in all others, the 
blood of the martyrs was the seed of 
the Church. There is no agency 30 
well calculated to confirm a’ belief 
that the rsecuted doctrines are 
true, especially with those who do 
not reason, but merely feel. The 
murder of Joseph Smith and the 
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bombardment of Nauvoo, clinched 
the Mormon faith and solidified it. 
The subsequent exodus tended still 
more to confirm and strengthen the 
convictions of the Mormons, and 
doubtless im the earlier years of their 
desert experience, when they were 
toiling against great natural discour- 
agements, debarred the soeiety of all 
but those of their own sect, and aus- 
tained only by the fervid if deceptive 
eloquence of their leaders, the crystal. 
ization of the Church around the creed 
have proceeded rapidly. Let for- 
getting the natural effects of the ex 
perience through which this singular 
ae had — the prediotion was 
cenfidently hazarded that the com- 

etion of the Pacific Railroad would 

the signal for the downfall of the 
Mormon Church. The road was 
finished. The Gentile irruption, from 
which so much had been expected, 
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took = Gentile commerce esta- 
blished itself at Salt Lake City and 
elsewhere, side by side with the Mor- 
mon. And what has been the result, 
now that the experiment bas been 
proceeding for the past eight years? 
The answer must be, practically 
nothing. It is trae there was a 
schism, arising from a very natural 
and carnal opposition to Brigham 
Young’s system of ecclesiastical ap- 
ropriations, but though at one time 
it nambered many of the wealthiest 
and most influential members of the 
Church, it has resulted in no real 
separation, and has done nothing to- 
ward destroying Mormon institutions. 
Judging from the past, we do not think 
it probable that any sudden or sweep- 
ing change will take place in the Mer- 
mon Church.— Sacramento Record 
Union. 


PROVO OITY. 
— — 


When the tourist has visited Salt 
City and Ogden, he generally leaves 
Utah, satisfied that there is no ether 
res or feature worth investigating. 

tisa mistake. He has seen much of 
industry, enterprise, wealth, grandeur, 
and power, but there remain more 
towns of beauty and importance than 
he can count upon the digits of both 
hands ; there are valleys prolific of 
agricultural products, green and fragant 
with luxurious foliage ; there are mines 
whose wealth is wonderful ; there are 
railrvads, factories, warehouses, ohurch- 
es and schools. In faet, every element 
of progressive civilization is developed 
to a surprising extent. There is not 
within all the territory belonging to 
the United States such another com- 
monwealth as Utah. Surrounding it 
on all sides is a barren country depend- 
ent mainly upon its mineral deposits 
for maintenance. It is, in fact, though 
traversed by the Wasatch mountains, 
in the centre of the Great American 
Desert,” a vast plain of sand, alkali, 
sage brush and cactus, all patent ob- 
stacles in the path of progess. Yet a 
few enterprising and determined people 
condemned to exile in the wilderness, 


cleared the lands, cultivated them, 
planted trees, vineyards, orchards, made 
pastures, built homes, raised cattle, 
sheep and horses, created commerce, 
and now the whole region is an elysian 
conservatory, and teems with commer- 
cial activity. Perseouted and driven 
from their erstwhile homes and made 
to be self-sustaining in a land where 
animal life was scarcely extant, they 
plodded along without seeking or ac- 
cepting aid, until, as a just reward for 
their earnest re they have — most 
icturesque and prosperous Terri 
in the est. Take = instance ths 
characteristic little city of Provo. It 
is built in a charming locality at the- 
base of the highest Wasatch peaks, and 
threugh it runs a mountain stream 
which furnishes a splendid water power 
for factories, besides beantifying the 
city. It is really a pretty place as you 
view it from the Utah Southern Rail- 
road, by which you enter it. The fruit 
orchards and grain fields round about 
it are laden with rich harvests and con- 
trast strikingly with the stupendous 
snow: cap mountains crowning the. 
valley. Nestled close under the almost. 


perpendicular walls are buildings sur- 
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rounded by shade trees and gardens. 
There are churches, schools, stores and 
factories. Provo ought to grow. It is 
a delightful place to reside, and besides 
it has a number of resources. It is 
within a few miles of the coal fields 
that are just now creating such wide- 
spread interest. The Utah Southern 
Railroad is opening up a mining region 
hitherto undevelo that will yield 
richly of iron, silver and lead. The 
central portion’ of the Territory is 
becuming so thickly populated that the 
demand for commercial facilities is 
apparent, although at present the Zion’s 
Co operative Mercantile Institution, 
established as an auxiliary to the Mor- 
mon Church and operated on the prin- 
cipal of mutual benefit, has large 
warehouses well supplied with all 
manner of merchandise ; $50,000 worth 
of goods per year are sold, Other 
stores do active trading in all branches 
of business. It would surprise our 
Eastern readers who are not familiar 
with the character of this remote region 
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building four stories high, with two 
large additions of two stories each, 
devoted to the manufacture of woolen 
goods, such as flannels, jeans, blankets, 
cassimeres and linseys. Yet such an 
institution is here, and it looms up 
withall the stateliness, and its operation 
is attended with all the rattle and noise 
of the Lowell mills. It produces over 
$200,000 worth of goods per year, most 
of them consumed within the Territory. 
It is the property of the Provo Manu- 
facturing Co., who also ship immense 
quantities of wool into the Chicago and 
other eastern markets. It is a safe 
assertion that Provo now relies princi- 
ally upon the agricultural resources of 
illard, Beaver, Kane, and other ad- 
jacent counties. lis at the focus of 
the heaviest peach producing region of 
the West, besides having quantities of 
all varieties of fruit. It is an excellent 
locality to can and dry fruits, and we 
predict that this interest will of neces- 
sity become one of Provo’s greatest 


sources of prosperity.— Chicago Journal 
and of its people to see in a town of | of Commerce. 


only afew years growth a massive stone 


ApaM AFD Eve's Weppine.—Did you ever contemplate the poverty of 
Adam when he rvok Eve fer better or for worse? Only think of it. Hehadn’t 
a hat to his head, a coat to his back, a pair of shoes to his feet, ner “‘ nary a red 
cent” in his trousers pocket. Eve brought no dowry; she had nothing to 
bestow save her love and affection ; and as be was the only young fellow around, 
it was he or nobody. Equally as poor as her husband, she came to him without 
a bonnet or shawl, calico gown, or even a pair of slippers. Moses forgot in his 
reminiscences to give us any account of the wedding trip, but from what we can 
gather in regard to the wardrobe of that day, their baggage would have proven 
no incumbrance—for a very limited amount sufficed; and dressing to please 
everybody was of no account, for there was none but themselves to please. 
Doubtless the whole outfit fer travelling dresses, waterpreofs, dusters, lunch- 
baskets and all, he could have carried in the pocket of his trousers. They must 
have started housekeeping, also, upon as small a capital as could be imagined. 
They hadn’t, as far as can be gleaned from history, a hair brush, a fine-tooth 
comb, a towel, or soap ; no bitters, soothing-syrup, clothes. wringers, smoothing- 
iron—no nothing. 

Adam was vot afraid to invite his wife to go on an excursion with him 
through fear of having to go down deep into his trousers pocket for the where- 
withal to buy a suitable outfit—for the reason that be had no pockets in his 
trousers ; nor was he bothered about the trunk-checks, nor did he swear at the 

gage-smashers, or brook the insolence of railroad officials. 

here was no good and sufficient reason why they shouldn't have been an 
amiable couple and have a good time generally. They washed their own 
clothes by a dive in the Euphrates, — there being no clothesline, their 
clothes were allowed to dry upon their backs; and Adam didn’t care a rush 
whether bis shirt bosom was smooth or not, and why should Eve bother her 
bead about it so long as her husband was suited.—The Baltimereian. 
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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 1877. 


ENNOBLING THOUGHTS. [No. 2.] 
—— 

Ir is not difficult to foresee that the introduotion of a living principle or idea 
among men would necessarily involve the introduction of many others. Accord- 
ing as the receptive mentality and power of appropriation might be manifested, 
so would be the growth; hence follows from the ideas of the ‘‘ Fatherhood of 
God” and the Brotherhood of Man, more or less distinct notions of 
Personality in regard to the Supreme. The popular conception was and is, 
that God is a spirit,” that bis presence fills immensity, and where he is, is 
heaven ;” the theorizing of mankind in regard to Omnipresence, Omniscience, 
and Infinity, bad utterly swamped in the popular mind every possibility of 
grasping relationship with the Divine ; God, had by the processes of theology 
and scholastic divinity become far removed from the sympathies of men ; eon- 
tact with, or communication from, such a Being, was among the impossibilities; 
tangible man and real surroundings held nothing in common with that mythical 
creation of ignorant philosophy, which relegated ‘‘ beyond the |bounds of time 
and space,” a being ‘‘ without-body, parts, and passions ;’ nay, so intangible 
was this mystic creation, so incomprehensible, that intelligence could hardly be 
attached to it; by so loose, airy, irrational figments of theorizing ignorance was 
this declared, that only the etherial and spiritualizing portion of Christen- 
dom clung to the outer fringe thereof ; the common sense of the masses had 
overthrown the almost imperceptible phantom, and were apparently ready for 

either a return to primitive principle, or the general repudiation of the whole. 
The Elders of Israel met this crisis, and boldly planted themselves upon the 
statements of Holy Writ—they referred to that, as testimony that God had in 
the beginning said, Let us make man in our image, after our likeness,” and 
then to the establishing declaration following, ‘‘So God created man in his 
own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he 
them ;” and more, to show his continued interest in the work of his hands, 
and to demonstrate the value and tangibility of this great organized and 
organizing intelligence, we have information in regard to his walking and 
talking with his children, from Adam to Seth, from Seth to Enoch, from 
Enoch to Noab, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses, thence 
through the Prophets to Jesus, who coming in the meridian of time, had it 
declared of nim that be was the brightness of his Father’s glory, and the 
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express image of his person ;” so in the mouth of two or three witnesses” 
another truth became established, not fully comprehended maybe yet, in its 
heights and depths and breadth, but it became as another plank in the new 
platform upon which the feet of men might stand unmoved ; then it was seen 
that the grand principles of Omniscience and Infinity referred not to the par- 
gon of Deity, but to, that spirit which fills immensity, and acts in the midst of 
the creations as the ‘‘ minister” of the Father. | 

Nor did this seem in any sense to degrade the Father of our spirits,” he 
by virtue of experience, of trial, of endurance, and of suffering, might, as was 
said of Jesus, have become perfect,” but bis children on the earth were 
barely commenced on the great highway of progress by the self-same process ; 
they are said to be fallen and ignorant, but the unfathomed possibilities of the 
future are before them, and the promise of every attribute is already implanted 
by virtue of divine origin and creation, in the tabernacles of his posterity ; they 
only need the key by which to open the avenues before them, and that can 
only be secured by intercommunion, as in ages past, with the great Author of 
intelligent being ; he is in possession of the secret of his purpose, and also of 
the processes by which his purpose can be best fulfilled. 

Then the question is—Can this communication be had? Stands there any 
obstacle in the way? Now upon the surface nothing appears more reasonable 
than that “‘a Father” should hold communion with bis children, but in this 
case there seems to be implied a necessity for man’s belief in the possibility, 
and also in the blessings or advantage of such communication, before it can 
exist; they that come unto God must believe that he is, and that he is a 
rewarder of them that diligently seek him” (Heb. xi, 6). Man’s position 
proves, in fact, the need of communication or revelation, and the revelation of 
relationship implies interest, and this interest when mutual (and at times 
without,) will command the revelation. The religious world have persistently 
affirmed that there is not now, nor has there been communication for over 
eighteen hundred years. While admitting that God did reveal himself in the 
beginning, and in ages subsequent to the days of Jesus, yet it is said that at 
this juncture all communication ceased; that with Jesus and his times all inter- 
est in man culminated; that the gates which for ages had stood ajar, were then 
closed; and that whatever of benefit, blessing, or advantage might have accrued 
in the past from personal association with the Father, from the visits of angels, 
from the voice of his Prophets, from the revelation of his Son Jesus and the 
establishment of his Gospel, that these were now superseded by the publication 
of a book ; there should be no more vision, no more prophecy or Prophets, no 
more the ministry of angels, no more Apostles, no more of “the spirit which 
giveth life,” but only the ministration of ‘‘ the letter which killeth.“ 

This was the nearly unanimous opinion of the teachers, and it became the 
opinion of the taught, until the advent of the Elders of Israel; they declared 
that God had not forgotten his people,” that he was and had been willing to 
communicate with his children, bat that his children had forgotten him. The 
expression of the ancient Prophet had become indeed applicable to this and 
preceding ages, Because thou hast forgotten the God of thy salvation, and 
hast not been mindful of the rock of thy strength, therefore shalt thou plant 
pleasant plants, and shall set it with strange slips : in the day shalt thou make 
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thy plant to grow, and in the morning shalt thou make thy seed to flourish : 
but the harvest shall be a heap in the day of grief and of desperate sorrow” 
(Isaiah xvii, 10, 11). 

In the midst of this darkness and ignorance, this grief and sorrow,” not 
only was the possibility and probability of communion proclaimed, but it vu 
published as a fact already realized, that the gates were again ajar—nay open, 
angels again had visited mankind, Prophets had again been sent and Apostles 
called, and that God was a God at hand and not afar off.” This created as 
much turmoil as did the preaching of Paul at Athens, For as I passed by 
and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE 
UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I 
unto you.“ And when they heard some mocked : and others said, We will 
hear thee again of this matter” (Acts xvii, 23, 32). 

Now this revelation of the personality of God, making communication 
plausible and possible, and the unfaltering testimony of the Elders that men 
are now living who enjoy this privilege, and also that this was no trade secret, 
that it was not confined to any ring or caste, but that on vbedience to eternal 
and well-understood principle or law, all true men could become participators 
thereof, and be privileged to receive from the great fountain ef intelligence 
that which is calculated to expand, ennoble, and fit them for the destiny which 
is involved in the relationship already mentioned. ‘‘ Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we know that 
when he (Jesus) shall appear, we shall be like him, fer we shall see him as he 
is” (1 Jobn iii, 2); and still the conception grows, it begins to dawn upon the 
understanding, that this destiny can only be the preduct of order and law, that 
man, like all other creations, can only answer the end of his being by obedi- 
ence; and that wherever and whenever this law is enunciated, it must be 
adapted to the end in view, be marked by simplicity and power, and be alike 
applicable to all conditions and classes; there can be no royal road” to 
heaven, no short cuts, no purchased—privileged route, but one to be trodden 
alike by the beggar and the prince, as all are alike the children of God. 

The Elders of Israel quailed not here, the keys they held opened many 
doors, the spirit they carried and by which they were inspired, gave birth, as 
in the beginning, to the properly appointed and necessary ‘‘ epnobling 
thought.” H. W. N. 


APPOINTMENT. —Elder John Quayle is appointed to labor in the Liverpool 
Conference, Isle of Man district. 


Derartures.—Elder T. G. Webber, who was released from his duties in 
the German Mission by telegram from Utah, after a two or three weeks’ 
visit to his old home in the South of England, sailed on the S. S. Nevada, on 
the 21st inst., at ll a.m. Also Elder Samuel H. Hill, (who was appointed on 
the Swiss and German Mission, and released on account of his health, then 
appointed to labor in the Newcastle and Durham Conference, ) sailed at the same 
time, the change of location not producing his recovery. 


ARRIvED.—By S. S. Wyoming, on Friday, Nov. 23rd, at 11 a. m., the follow- 
ing missionaries and visitors arrived from Utah; landing in Liverpool at 1 
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p.m. :—Elders R. Neelsen, J. F. Olson, Jens Christensen, A. Hendriksen, 

Wm. Christensen, J. A. Quist, O. A. T. Torssell, J. E. Lindberg, J. A. 
Ekman, W. Petersen, J. Larsson. These brethren all left at 3.35 for Copen- 
hagen, via Hull and Hamburg. A. Watson, G. Meldrum, and J. Allen, who 
are on a visit and mission, left for Scotland on the 24th. Also Wm. Ball, who left 
same date for Lendon. Frank Jennings was met by his cousin from Birmingham, 

and left for there on a visit prior to his being assigned. Sisters Jane Simons 
and Jane Rickards, who accompanied the party, left on the 24th, also to fill 
their visit among old friends. Elder H. Snell, and wife who has been in deli- 
cate health, left after a night’s rest for Southern Europe, via London and Paris. 
The entire party were well, yet glad to get ashore after a heavy gale in the 
channel. Peace and blessing follow all those who desire to do right. 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. . 
—ͤ—ñ—6—. — 
Brother Alfred Hanson writes from Stockholm to Elder O. W. Nibley, 


as follows :— 

It is now a little over a year since I arrived here in Sweden, and I have 
enjoyed myself very much, although it was hard for me to start in, preaching: 
the Gospel. You know how it is with us young men at home, we do not study 
the Gospel as much as we should do in order to qualify ourselves for mission- 
aries, but I am happy to state that the Lord has 828 blest us, and my desire 
is to do all I can to forward the work of God while I am here in my native 
country. Since last May, 90 have been baptized here in Stockholm Con- 
ference, and many are investigating the principles. On the 13th and 14th of 
October, we had Conference here, brothers Liljinquist, Carlson, and three 
other brethren from bome were present, and the Saints here felt happy to see 
so many brethren from Zion.” 


Prest. Flamm writes from Bern, Nov. 13th :— - 


„I have just received a letter from brother Jacob Müller, whom I have 
appointed to labor in my stead inGermany. He states that he has been instru- 
mental in baptizing 18 persons in Wiirttemberg last week, as also feur addi- 
tional ones again in Ludwighaven, and a fair prospect of more to come in, in 
Württemberg. He suys the meetings are very well attended, it seems as though 
the Gospel rays are at last breaking through the mist ef superstition and 
priestoraft, and it is to be hoped that the great German people will wake up 
and begin to think for themselves, and embrace the plan of life and salvation. 
In Switserland, it takes a great deal of preaching to effect conversions, 
and the outlook indicates that the work here is decreasing, while on the other 
hand it may open up in Germany in the same or greater proportions. Times 
are very dull, and if there is no reaction in financial matters, the prospect for 
this mission is not very Mattering, as regards means, to carry on the work. 
Our fields of labor are very large, and the Saints much scattered, so it requires 
a great deal to defray traveling expenses. Nevertheless it is the work of the 
Lord, and He must see it kept up, and also help us to devise ways and means to 
sustain it. I send H. B. Clawson, Jun., to L’haven, this morning, which will 
give him a chance to become more acquainted with the language, and at the 
same time ease brother Muller’s hands a little, so as to enable him to follow 
up the Nr now gained. As soon as circumstances will permit, | shall 
endeavor to go through — myself, and although but a weak instrument 
in the hands of the Lord, I will strive to fill my mission in usefulness, and to 
His name’s honor and glory... The Saints at home work with a vim that is praise- 
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worthy, in the erection of the Logan Temple. My oldest son says that they 
are all engaged in missionary labors now, and that both labor and means are 
very freely contributed towards accemplishing that — enterprise in the Lord, 
and he will control all things for the best. It would be very desirable, however, 
if by the time the brethren take their leave in the Spring, several good first. 
-Class Elders that are good scholars, and conversant with the language, might 
be called, so that they can go to work at once and preach the words of life and 
salvation to the people. There will be four of the brethren that are laboring 
in the mission now, to go home next Spring, and I think the way it is shapi 
that we can do with no less. We are beginning to preaeh up gathering now, 
and a number of the Saints are getting ready to immigrate next Spring. It is 
to be hoped that a goodly number will be able when the time arrives to bid good. 
by to these countries. May God aid us to do a good work, to be faithful to our 
trust, and to never slacken our energies until we have accomplished all the good 
‘that lies in our power.” 


Brother Chas. W. Stayner writes from Salt Lake City, Oot. 16th, as follows: 


„We have been much blessed here in the ‘‘ everlasting hills“ of Utah. The 
crops have been abundant, and notwithstanding times have been very dull 
throughout the United States, we have lived and prospered, lacking no goed 
thing as is characteristic of the Saints. We have been also blessed with the 
rich blessings of Heaven—the spiritual riches which our Heavenly Father 
bestows upon those who obey his laws in these the latter days, as well as he 
did upon bis ancient Saints. The cloud of gloom which settled down upor the 

ople at the death of our beloved President Brigham Young is gradually being 
fitted from our hearts, and the rays of Gospel light shining into our under- 
standings teach us where to look for words of counsel and instruction. We had 
a glorious Conference on the 6th and 7th instant. Much power was manifested, 
and the Holy Spirit pervaded the hearts of the Saints as the voices of the 
Twelve resounded through the immense Tabernacle. The organization of the 
Priesthood in Zion was never so perfect and strong as at the present time, and 
‘the Saints never enjoyed more of the Holy Spirit or manifested more of a 
general desire to obey the commandments of God, and to be useful in his king- 
dum. I feel much interested in the British Mission, and in the work of re- 
demption among the honest in heart. Tell the Saints that many an English- 
man now enjoys the true spirit of Gospel liberty, and the temporal happiness 
of a good home in the midst of the Latter-day Saints in far-off Utah. I 
would rather live here than anywhere on the face of the earth, for it is a fine 
-country besides being the spot which Heaven has designed for the safe gathering 
of God's people.“ 


Elder Joseph Hall writes thus from Ogden, Utah, under date Oct. 22nd, 
as follows :— 


Many friends who were near and very dear to us have passed away, their 
dust now mingles with their native element, but their spirits mingle with the 
spirits of the just in the paradise of God, where they are prosecuting his work 

—preaching to the spirits in prison—proclaiming deliverance to the captive, 
even to those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bond- 
age.” The death of our beloved President, Brigham Young, scarcely seems & 
fact, it is so short a time comparatively since he was in this city, speaking to 
us in the General Council of the Priesthood. He was feeble at that time 
it is true. It was also very apparent that he could not survive many years 
lenger, but we did not think then his end in this life was so near. He has 
gone! A mighty man and a Prince in Israel has not fallen, but he has 
ascended to plead the cause of God and His people in the courts on bigh. 
He has for his associates in this great work the Prophets Joseph and Hyrum, 
and the immense army of martyrs who cry for vengeance on those who have 
shed their blood and otherwise outraged the Saints in this and other dispensa- 
tions of the Gospel of Christ. They will not plead in vain ; and the indict- 


22 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ MILLENNIAL STAR. 781 


ment found by the Grand Juries of those Courts will affect the destinies of 
men and nations far more seriously than the vicious indictments which are 
dictated by malice, and found in their Jower conrts against the servants of God, 
presided over by men who are dressed in a little brief authority,” —authority 
which ends with their death or deposition from office. God hath a controversy 
with the Nations, and He will settle it in His own way and time! On the 
th and 21st instant was held in this city the Conference of this Stake of Zion. 
It was the most interesting and important that I have had the privilege of 
attending in this country since my advent here in 1855. There were present 
on the occasion—of the Quorum of the Twelve—Prest. John Taylor, Elders 
F. D. Richards, and Joseph F. Smith; Counselor D. H. Wells, Elders R. F. 
Neslen, C. H. Wheelock, and others. The Tabernacle was crowded to excess 
with the Saints from all parts of the county, all eager to hear the word of the 
Lord, through the movths of His servants. The instructions given by them 
on the occasion were rich and varied, and suited to the circumstances of the 
ple. If the mantle ef Joseph, at his demise, fell upon the Prophet 
Brigham, surely now the mantles ef both those mighty men of Israel have 
fallen upon President Jobn Taylor and Quorum of the Twelve, and their 
Counselors, who are now sustained by the united faith and confidence of a 
hundred thousand people, as Prophets, Seers and Revelators, and the presidin 
authorities of the Church of Jesus Christ in all the world. The work of G 
isonward here. The Saints are trimming their lamps, filling them with oil 
and keeping them 1 Since the completion of the organizations of 
the numerous Stakes and Wards, and the different Quorums of the Priest- 
hood throughout the territory, the Spirit of God has been poured out 
upon them and the people have become more alive to every good word and 
work than they have for some time. The harvest is over, and the summer 
is ended” with us for this year. The crops generally speaking have been good 
in this county, with the exception of Huntsville and Eden, in Ogden Valley. 
In those places the people have lost nearly all their grain, hay, etc., through. 
the ravages of the locusts, frosts, etc. The peach crop has been pretty good. 
There has been a great demand for them—the supply has not been equal to it, 
et they have become very cheap, averaging about one dollar per bushel. 
lums, a moderate supply. But the apples have been, in many instances, of 
an inferior quality, owing to the ‘‘codlin moth.” Strawberries and other 
ground fruit have been abundant, and all found a ready sale. There is bread 
enough for all in the territory, and no fears that any will suffer for the 
necessaries and comforts of life. The cause of education is onward. Day 
and Sabbath Schools are in session and are well attended. Modern civilization 
still wends its westward way, and situated as we are at the junction of four 
railroads, we receive our full quota of ‘‘ tramps,” deadbeats,“ and other 
vagrants who make this their resting place from each end of the great trans- 
continental highway. Our police are vigilant, and the city ordinances are 
strictly enforced, which saves us much annoyance. Elder Franklin D. 
Richards enjoys pretty good health, bat Franklin S. Richards is feeble at 
present; it is hoped that the pure air of his own mountain home,” and 
— ny nursing he receives, will ultimately restore him to his former good 
t 


UTAH NEWS. 
: 
From the Deseret News :— 


Carrie ror THE East. The Bennions, of North Jordan, disposed of 200 
head of cattle to Mr. Barker. They are to be shipped east to Iowa. 


P. E. Fuxd MaxrMO.— Elder Albert Carrington, President of the Per- 
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petual Emigrating Fand, and his assistants, met at the Council House, when 
a committee was instructed to publish a list of the names of persons indebted 
to the Fund, since 1850. , 


Mrssronanres.—Elder Richard G. Lambert, wife and two children, and Elder 
Hyrum S. Woolley, wife and two children, reached San Francisco, from the 
Sandwich Islands. The party left Honolulu on the 9th October. 


IMPROvVEMENT.—At the last regular meeting of the 14th Ward Young Men’s 
Mutual Improvement Association, the following officers were elected to serve 
‘for the ensuing year: Wm. W. Taylor, President; John P. Horne and M. I. 
‘Cowley, Counselors ; John W. Taylor, Secretary; David O. Miner, Treasurer; 
T. E. Taylor, Librarian. , 


Cans.—Notwithstanding the comparative scarcity of fruit this season, the 
trade in fruit cans appears to be lively. Mr. David James has sold 9,000 
during the last two weeks. He has also, this season, disposed of 3,500 honey 
cans, and sells from 300 to 400 yeast powder cans every month. The latter 
sales are made to one firm alone, Haywood Brothers. 


JUVENILE Represewtations.—Mr. C. R. Savage has, under the title of 
% Utah’s Best Crop,” collected a large number of the negatives of pictures of 
babies taken at his gallery, and transferred the lot to a single card, making an 
interesting picture, especially to mothers whose darlings are among the group 
of little faces. 


= BenericiaL.— We are frequently assured by people from every part of the 
Territory, that the regular quarterly Conferences held in the several Stakes 
of Zion are produclng the most beneficial effects. The personal ministrations 
of the Apostles, together with the complete organization of the lecal Priest- 
hood, and its effective operations, are uniting the people, inspiring them to 
greater diligence in keeping the commandments of . 


Sonpay Scmoot.—There was to be an entertainment, for which a choice 
programme had been arranged, at the 13th Ward Assembly Rooms; it con- 
sisted of songs, recitations, choruses, duets, quartettes, etc. The proceeds 
were to be devoted to the benefit of the Ward Sunday school. r. E. T. 
Woolley, assisted by Mr. H. Field, would conduct the exercises, and Mr. A. 
C. Smyth would be the accompanyist. 


MvussumM.—There has been received a pamphlet by S. W. Garman, Professor 
in the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Cambridge, Mass. Also specimens of 
fine crystals of dog tooth spar (calcite) and pophyry, from O. N. Adams, Esq. 
A very fine specimen of cats eye owl, the great horned owl, or Bubo Virginius, 
has been added to the collection. Mr. Barfoot, the curator of the Museum, 
also desires to thank an unknown donator for a specimen ef calcite (Rhombec 
spar) from New York. 


Enaines.—Mr. Thomas Pierpont, of the Salt Lake Iron Works, recently 
turned out at bis establishment a very fine fifteen horse-power stationary 
engine, which has been put up in the Salt Lake brewery. He is making 
another for the Salt Lake City Tannery and ae apna | Company, to be 
erected on their premises, in the 10th Ward. Each engine has an eight inch 
diameter cylinder, with a fifteen inch stroke, and a thirty horse- power boiler, 
the latter also being manufactured at the same works. 


Bust or Prest. Youne.—Messrs. W. Fuller & Co: have just commenced 
a plaster bust of President Brigham Yeung, which is a very fine specimen of 
art, and a very good likeness of our departed leader. Of course, in stone or 
other material, a perfect portrait is almost impossible. But this is sufficiently 
striking to make it valuable to the public, and it will no doubt meet with a 
ready sale. The proprietors intend to thoroughly canvass the Territory for 
the sale of the bust, and will start in a few days on their tour. ' 


.Tuxnirs—Oats,—We saw lately a couple of mammoth turnips, of the 
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White Globe sort, from the farm of Mr. J. R. Winder. The larger of the two 
was measured in our presence, and was only half an inch short of being three 
feet in circumference. An eastern gentleman saw them, and was so surprised 
that he exclaimed, in effect, doubtingly, Well, now, you don’t mean to say 
these are actually turnips?” But that’s what they were. From the same 
farm we saw a specimen of oats, which stood only six feet six inches high, 
grown in the same field as the turnips. | 


Taz Quarry.—President John Taylor and Superintendent John Sharp, 
accompanied by brother Edward Brain, mason, visited lately the Temple 
Quarry. The principal object of the visit was te take steps about getting 
suitable rock for some portions of the New Tabernacle, such as the abutments, 
etc. They inspected the quarry and found everything proceeding satisfactorily, 
under the immediate superintendence of brother J. C. Livingston. While on 
the ground the party witnessed the splitting of a mammoth rock in halves, by 
means of drilling and wedges. It was done with remarkable precision. 


Taz TENTIE.— Since the supplying of workmen upon the Temple in this 
city was transferred from the several quorums of the Priesthood to the Bishops, 
the latter have been gradually taking hold of the matter aud furnishing hands 
from their Wards. The workmen most required now are quarrymen aud ex- 

rienced stone-cutters, especially the fermer. It is very essential that a 
— quantity of rock be got out at the quarry while the fine weather lasts, 
that. there may be a sufficient supply for the cutters on the Temple Block, 
whose labors can go on through the season with little or no interruption. The 
circles of the windows which have lately been turned involved a comparatively 
large amount of labor. Having gone beyond that point to plainer work a large 
amaunt ef rock can now be cut in briefer time, requiring a greater quantity 
from the quarry. 


Goep.—The Seventh Ward new meeting house will soon be finished. The 
interior is nicely plastered, and the other completing touches will soon be 
given. It will be a very fine commodious building when completed. We 
understand Bishop Thorn purposes calling the members of the Ward together 
at an early day, to assemble in it in the capacity of a picnic party. The 
advanced condition of the structure is considerably due to the energy of 
brother Henry Dinwoody, who, under the Bishop, has had charge of the ways 
and means, and construction. He bas personally advanced liberally of the 
wherewithal to carry un the work. 


CourzxDIUX.— Eider James A. Little is engaged in compiling materials for 
a dottrinal concordance or compendium, with a view to publication. In 1857 a 
work of a similar character, entitled, A Compendium of the Faith and Doc- 
trines of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,” compiled by Elder 
Franklin D. Richards, was published at Liverpool. It has been of great ser- 
vice to the Elders, especially those actively engaged in missionary labors 
abroad, but is now out of print: Elder Little commenced his labors in com- 
pling materials for the proposed work by direction of the late President B. 

oung, and it is intended to make it as comprehensive and complete as 
practicable. It is a book that is greatly needed, and for which there is likely 
to be a lively demand when it is published. The collection and preparation of 
the materials require much study, patience and research, and it will therefore 
be some months, at least, before the book will make its appearance. 


Sranp By FRIENDS.—Stand by your friends, let come what may, is a good 
motto. If you don’t stand by them you needn’t expect them to stand by you. 
So whether they be friends of high or low degree, in affluence or poverty, stick 
to them, and don’t stop to inquire whether it will pay, or whether it will be 
popular. Whenever you prove a traitor and desert those who stood,up for 
you and helped fight your battles, yon will find yourself without any one te 
congratulate yon upon your achievements, or comfort you in an evil hour when 
misfortunes come thick and fast. 
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